[How I treat ... atopic dermatitis by topical pimecrolimus (Elidel). The emerging paradigm of calcineurin inhibitors].
Topical calcineurin inhibitors, also called topical immunomodulators or downregulators, represent an innovative class of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory agents. Pimecrolimus 1% cream (Elidel) is one representative drug available for the treatment of atopic dermatitis. Unlike topical steroids, this drug does not affect collagen synthesis and does not alter the dendritic cell functions and the barrier function of the skin.